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AP English Language and Composition 
 

 

An AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming 

skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical 

contexts and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both 

their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a 

writer's purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic 

conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. The 

college composition course for which the AP English Language and Composition course 

substitutes is one of the most varied in the curriculum. 
 

 

This course is designed to be highly teacher facilitated. Instructors give a great deal of 

specific and timely feedback. Students have opportunities for oral examinations, 

discussions, and message board participation. Teachers conduct synchronous Adobe 

LiveLesson sessions, which require critical thinking and analysis. 

 
Student assessment occurs at a variety of levels throughout the lesson and course. 

Students are assessed via oral assessment and other synchronous sessions. 

Course assessment types include student assessed work, auto-graded quizzes, 

partially auto-graded, and totally instructor-graded assessments. 

 
Semester One 
Objectives: 

 
o To create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or 

personal experience 

o To improve writing skills 

o To effectively incorporate a balance of generalization and specific 

illustrative detail in their writing 

o To demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as 
well as stylistic maturity in their own writings 

o To learn and apply various rhetorical devices used by writers 

o To produce expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions that 
introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence 

drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations and 

clear transitions 

o To apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing 

o To analyze images as text 

o To further develop vocabulary and word study skills 

o To use a wide range of vocabulary appropriately and effectively 

o To analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and 

explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques 

o To write for a variety of purposes 

o To revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience 
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o To recognize and analyze the use of imagery and detail in a wide range of 

writers and their works 

 
Unit One: The Early Edition 

 

 

Topics Addressed:  components of the course and the AP exam; planning and 

committing time and effort to successfully complete the course; utilizing the grading 

policy while completing assessments; MLA Citation and Documentation; results of not 

properly using citation and documentation; understanding text to facilitate analysis of 

writing conventions; Rhetorical Devices; Analysis of Characterization 

 
Readings:  Arthur Miller The Crucible 

 
Essay:  The AP Language Rhetorical Essay, Arthur Miller’s The Crucible 

Community Activity:  Visit and interview at a local newspaper office 

Exam:  AP Exam Overview 

Estimated Completion Time:  3 weeks 
 

 

Other Resources: 
Sample AP Questions  http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/english_lang/samp.html 

 
Finding Your Focus: The Writing Process 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/pp/index.html#basic 
 

The Essay and Its Parts 

http://virtual.yosemite.cc.ca.us/lumanr2/English_25/unit_A.htm 
 

Handling Quotations in Text 

http://www.ccsn.nevada.edu/library/mlaquote.htm 
 

Learning Resource (answering a writing prompt) 

http://www.jcu.edu.au/studying/services/studyskills/essay/index.html#question 
 

Blue Book of Grammar and Punctuation 

http://www.grammarbook.com/punctuation/capital.asp 
 

Reading from Scratch 

http://www.dyslexia.org/spelling_rules.shtml 
 

Avoiding Sentence Fragments 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/g_frag.html 
 

Grammar Outlaw 

http://ace.acadiau.ca/english/grammar/runon.htm 
 

Subject/Verb Agreement 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/english_lang/samp.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/pp/index.html#basic
http://virtual.yosemite.cc.ca.us/lumanr2/English_25/unit_A.htm
http://www.ccsn.nevada.edu/library/mlaquote.htm
http://www.jcu.edu.au/studying/services/studyskills/essay/index.html#question
http://www.grammarbook.com/punctuation/capital.asp
http://www.dyslexia.org/spelling_rules.shtml
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/g_frag.html
http://ace.acadiau.ca/english/grammar/runon.htm
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http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/grammar/subverag.html 
 

Avoiding Colloquial Language 

http://www.ucalgary.ca/UofC/eduweb/writing/III_3.htm 
 

What is Plagiarism? 

http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/hc/index.html 
 

Avoiding Plagiarism 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/ 
 

How Not to Plagiarize 

http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html 
 

MLA Documentation 

http://www.mla.org/ 
 

A Handbook of Rhetorical Devices 

http://www.virtualsalt.com/rhetoric.htm 
 

Literary Terms-Matching Term with Example 

http://www.quia.com/jg/95892.html 
 

Some General Advice on Essay Writing 

http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/essay.html 
 

Gallery of Images from the 1920’s 

http://www.public.asu.edu/~aoacc/cards/cards.html 
 

 
 

Unit Two: The Colonial Revolutionary Edition 

Topics Addressed:  basic concerns of the early Americans, founding ideas for our 

democracy, narratives and speeches of several great writers, roles of the writers during 

this period of time, analysis of tone, rhetorical questioning, repetition, allusion, diction, 

logical fallacies, figurative language, persuasive essay, parallel structure, concrete 

details, aphorisms, synthesis of images and text 

 
Readings/Assignments: 

John Smith’s “Letter to Queen Anne Regarding Pocahontas” 

Patrick Henry:  “Liberty or Death” 

Jonathan Edwards  “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” 

Thomas Jefferson  Declaration of Independence 

Benjamin Franklin excerpts from Autobiography and Poor Richard’s Almanac 

Essay:  Persuasive Essay, defend and support OR challenge and refute the topic 

of stem cell research 

Style Analysis of Henry’s speech 
Persuasive Speech (Defense/ Challenge of Patrick Henry) 

http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/grammar/subverag.html
http://www.ucalgary.ca/UofC/eduweb/writing/III_3.htm
http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/hc/index.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/
http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html
http://www.mla.org/
http://www.virtualsalt.com/rhetoric.htm
http://www.quia.com/jg/95892.html
http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/essay.html
http://www.public.asu.edu/~aoacc/cards/cards.html
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Projects: 

Creating a personal Declaration of Independence, 

Viewing and responding to the documentary Supersize Me and the 

editorial “The Trouble with Fries,” 

Analysis of local artifact in community 
 

 

Exams:  Logical Fallacies, Tone Words, Benjamin Franklin Tells It All! 
 

 

Estimated Completion Time:  4 weeks 
 

 

Other Resources: 
Brief Timeline of American Literature and Events, 1620-1920 

http://www.wsu.edu/%7Ecampbelld/amlit/timefram.html 
 

Brief Biography of John Smith 

http://www.apva.org/history/jsmith.html 
 

John Smith’s Letter to Queen Anne regarding Pocahontas 

http://members.aol.com/mayflo1620/pocahontas.html 
 

Biography of Patrick Henry 

http://www.redhill.org/biography.html 
 

Give me Liberty or Give me Death! (recording) 

http://www.history.org/Almanack/people/bios/biohen.cfm#speech 
 

Biography of Jonathan Edwards 

http://mondrian.princeton.edu/CampusWWW/Companion/edwards_jonathan.html 
 

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” (Edwards) 

 
National Institute of Health 

http://stemcells.nih.gov/index.asp 
 

Stem Cell Research 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/res_stem.htm 
 

Brief Biography of Thomas Jefferson 

http://www.monticello.org/jefferson/biography.html 
 

Declaration of Independence 

http://www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/declaration.html 
 

Autobiography and Poor Richard’s Almanac excerpts (Franklin) 

 
PBS Virtual Museum of Slavery 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery/teachers/virtual_ex4p1a.html 

http://www.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/timefram.html
http://www.apva.org/history/jsmith.html
http://members.aol.com/mayflo1620/pocahontas.html
http://www.redhill.org/biography.html
http://www.history.org/Almanack/people/bios/biohen.cfm#speech
http://mondrian.princeton.edu/CampusWWW/Companion/edwards_jonathan.html
http://stemcells.nih.gov/index.asp
http://www.religioustolerance.org/res_stem.htm
http://www.monticello.org/jefferson/biography.html
http://www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/declaration.html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery/teachers/virtual_ex4p1a.html
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Unit Three:  The Romantic Edition 

Topics Addressed:  the flowering of literature during the period of American 

romanticism; the philosophy of Transcendentalism and its importance in the literature of 

this period;  getting acquainted with a wide range of writers and their works including 

short stories and poetry; Clichés and sexist language; style analysis; AP multiple choice 

strategies; diction; denotation and connotation 

 
Readings: 

Emerson: “Concord Hymn” and excerpt from “Self-Reliance” 

Dickens:  Chapter One from Great Expectations 

Thoreau: excerpts from Walden and “Civil Disobedience” 

Poe: “Masque of the Red Death,” “Annabel Lee” 
 

 

Essays: 

Synthesis Essay on Materialism with three sources 

Style Analysis 

Response to Television Documentary and editorial 
 

 

Exams: 

Trans and Concord Quiz 

Thoreau Part I –III 

Diction Quiz 

AP Multiple Choice Practice 

Fluency Assessment on “Civil Disobedience” 
 

 

Estimated Completion Time:  4 weeks 
 

 

Other Resources: 
Brief Timeline of American Literature and Events, 1620-1920 

http://www.wsu.edu/%7Ecampbelld/amlit/timefram.html 
 

Brief Biography of Ralph Waldo Emerson 

http://www.rwe.org/pages/biography.htm 
 

“Concord Hymn” and “Self- Reliance” excerpts (Emerson) 

 
“Transcendentalism” 

http://www.transcendentalists.com/what.htm 
 

Great Expectations, Chapter 1 (Dickens) 

Brief Biography of Charles Dickens 

http://www.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/timefram.html
http://www.rwe.org/pages/biography.htm
http://www.transcendentalists.com/what.htm
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http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/dickensbio1.html 
 

Frequently Asked Questions about Thoreau 

http://gonewengland.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http%3A//www.thoreau.niu.edu/ask_faq.html 
 

Images of Thoreau 

http://eserver.org/thoreau/images.html 
 

Thoreau’s Cabin Site 

http://thoreau.eserver.org/siteof.html 
 

Thoreau’s Cabin Site 1998 

http://thoreau.eserver.org/site2.html 
 

The Thoreau Society 

http://www.thoreausociety.org/ 
 

Walden excerpts (Thoreau) 

 
Academic Essay Checklist 

http://elc.polyu.edu.hk/cill/essay_checklist.htm 
 

University Writing Center 

http://www.uwc.ucf.edu/Writing%20Resources/Handouts/proof_techniques.htm 
 

UNC Paragraph Development 

http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/paragraphs.html 
 

Grinnell College Writing Lab 

http://wm2.grinnell.edu/academic/writinglab/forum/ 
 

Online Guide to Writing and Research 

http://www.umuc.edu/prog/ugp/ewp_writingcenter/writinggde/chapter3/chapter3-22.shtml 
 

Editing and Revising 

http://virtual.yosemite.cc.ca.us/lumanr2/English_25/unit_D.htm 
 

Using Quotations 

http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/research/usingquotes.html 
 

Parallelism 

http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/gram_parallelism.html 
 

Drew University Online Resource Page for Writers 

http://www.users.drew.edu/sjamieso/synthesis.html#writing 
 

Organizing Your Argument 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/pp/index.html#basic 
 

Increasing Readability in Papers 

http://theliterarylink.com/style.html 
 

Point of View in Writing and the Active/Passive Voice 

http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/dickensbio1.html
http://www.thoreau.niu.edu/ask_faq.html
http://eserver.org/thoreau/images.html
http://thoreau.eserver.org/siteof.html
http://thoreau.eserver.org/site2.html
http://www.thoreausociety.org/
http://elc.polyu.edu.hk/cill/essay_checklist.htm
http://www.uwc.ucf.edu/Writing%20Resources/Handouts/proof_techniques.htm
http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/paragraphs.html
http://wm2.grinnell.edu/academic/writinglab/forum/
http://www.umuc.edu/prog/ugp/ewp_writingcenter/writinggde/chapter3/chapter3-22.shtml
http://virtual.yosemite.cc.ca.us/lumanr2/English_25/unit_D.htm
http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/research/usingquotes.html
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/gram_parallelism.html
http://www.users.drew.edu/sjamieso/synthesis.html#writing
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/pp/index.html#basic
http://theliterarylink.com/style.html
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http://www.siskiyous.edu/writinglab/powerpoints.htm 
 

Avoid Dead Verbs 

http://www.myschoolonline.com/page/0,1871,3882-118496-3-15532,00.html 
 

Ten Golden Rules of Writing 

http://www.chipspage.com/gldnrule.html 
 

Elimination of Comma Splices 

http://www.siskiyous.edu/writinglab/powerpoints.htm 
 

Pronoun and Antecedent Agreement 

http://aliscot.com/bigdog/agreement_pa.htm 
 

Tameri Guide for Writers 

http://www.tameri.com/edit/adjadv.html 
 

Major Rules for Comma Usage 

http://wwwnew.towson.edu/ows/moduleCOMMA.htm 
 

Punctuation Made Simple 

http://wwwnew.towson.edu/ows/moduleCOMMA.htm 
 

Sentence Clarity and Combining 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/pp/index.html#basic 
 

Independent and Dependent Clauses: Coordination and Subordination Tip Sheet 

http://www.butte.edu/services/student/cas/tipsheetsys/01-50/030.html 
 

“Another Pleasant Valley Sunday” 

http://www.guntheranderson.com/v/data/pleasant.htm 
 

Melville and Hawthorne 

http://web.archive.org/web/20050319084639/http://www.melville.org/hawthrne.htm 
 

Joseph Rotblat’s Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech 

http://web.archive.org/web/20050319084639/http://www.melville.org/hawthrne.htm 
 

AP Multiple Choice Questions 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/repository/mc_english_lang_0102_4576.pdf 

 
Unit Four: The Civil War 

Topics Addressed:  causes and effects of the Civil War; fiction and nonfiction works 

that explore the significance of the time period; multicultural literature of the time; 

humor; colloquialisms; analysis of imagery and detail; inductive and deductive logic 

and syllogisms; analysis of theme 

 
Readings: 

Choice of Ray Bradbury’s Zen in the Art of Writing or William Zinsser’s On 

Writing Well 

Dunbar:  “We Wear the Mask” and “The Haunted Oak” 

http://www.siskiyous.edu/writinglab/powerpoints.htm
http://www.myschoolonline.com/page/0%2C1871%2C3882-118496-3-15532%2C00.html
http://www.chipspage.com/gldnrule.html
http://www.siskiyous.edu/writinglab/powerpoints.htm
http://aliscot.com/bigdog/agreement_pa.htm
http://www.tameri.com/edit/adjadv.html
http://wwwnew.towson.edu/ows/moduleCOMMA.htm
http://wwwnew.towson.edu/ows/moduleCOMMA.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/pp/index.html#basic
http://www.butte.edu/services/student/cas/tipsheetsys/01-50/030.html
http://www.guntheranderson.com/v/data/pleasant.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20050319084639/http%3A/www.melville.org/hawthrne.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20050319084639/http%3A/www.melville.org/hawthrne.htm
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/repository/mc_english_lang_0102_4576.pdf
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Dickinson:  “I Never Saw a Moor,” A Word is Dead” and “Because I Could Not 
Stop for Death” 

Truth: “Ain’t I a Woman?”  

Lincoln:  Gettysburg Address 

Excerpt from Remember the Titans 

Twain:  “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” 

African-American Spirituals: Swing Low, Sweet Chariot and Go 

Down, Moses 

Whitman: “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d” 
 

 

Essays: 

Essay that defends, challenges or qualifies a claim from German philosopher 
Arthur Schopenhauer 

Synthesis essay to connect speeches 

Comparison/contrast of spirituals to modern music 
 

 

Projects: 
Viewing An Inconvenient Truth and an editorial article 
Photograph and Evaluation of a local African-American artifact 

 

 

Exams: 

Induction, Deduction, and Syllogism Quiz 

Names & Faces Quiz 

Twain Quiz 

Whitman Quiz 

Imagery and detail Multiple Choice practice 

Nonfiction Book Test 

Semester Exam comprised of AP Multiple Choice passages and essay prompt 
 

 

Estimated Completion Time:  5 weeks 
 

 

Other Resources: 
Brief Timeline of American Literature and Events, 1620- 

1920 

http://www.wsu.edu/%7Ecampbelld/amlit/timefram.html 
 

Paul Laurence Dunbar  http://www.plethoreum.org/dunbar/ 
 

Emily Dickinson  http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/155 
 

Selected Poetry of Dickinson http://members.aol.com/GivenRandy/r_emily7.htm 
 

The Divine Spark  http://gdh.customer.netspace.net.au/Reflections/God/spark.html 
 

Abraham Lincoln  http://sc94.ameslab.gov/TOUR/alincoln.html 

http://www.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/timefram.html
http://www.plethoreum.org/dunbar/
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/155
http://members.aol.com/GivenRandy/r_emily7.htm
http://gdh.customer.netspace.net.au/Reflections/God/spark.html
http://sc94.ameslab.gov/TOUR/alincoln.html
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The Gettysburg Address  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1512410 
 

“Remember the Titans” Movie Clip 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/MovieSpeeches/moviespeechrememberthetitans.html 
 

The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County 

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/railton/projects/price/frog.htm 
 

“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” 

(anonymous) “Go Down Moses” 

(anonymous) 

“When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d”  (Whitman) 
 

 

Semester Two 
Objectives: 

 
o To analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and 

explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques 

o To apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing 

o To demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English 

as well as stylistic maturity in their own writings 

o To create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or 
personal experience 

o To improve writing skills 

o To effectively incorporate a balance of generalization and specific 

illustrative detail in their writing 

o To write for a variety of purposes 

o To further develop vocabulary and word-study skills 

o To use a wide range of vocabulary appropriately and effectively 

o To effectively incorporate a balance of generalization and specific 
illustrative detail in their writing 

o To demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as 
well as stylistic maturity in their own writings 

o To produce expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions that 

introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence 

drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations and 

clear transitions 

o To analyze graphics and visual images as a form of text 

o To evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched 
papers 

o To move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with 

careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, 

and review 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1512410
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/MovieSpeeches/moviespeechrememberthetitans.html
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/railton/projects/price/frog.htm
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Unit Five:  The Realism/Naturalism Edition 

Topics Addressed:  influences of the political, social, and economic changes after the 

Civil War; works of fiction and nonfiction of the time period; works of female writers 

during the period; analysis of satire and rhetorical strategies; analysis of irony and 

regionalism; point of view analysis 

 
Readings: 

Jonathan Swift: “A Modest Proposal”  

Kate Chopin: “ The Story of an Hour”  

Freeman: “The Revolt of Mother” 
 

 

Essays: 

Analysis of political cartoons 

Timed Writing – Analysis of satirical passages by Edward O. Wilson 

Essay that models “A Model Proposal” 

Analysis of chosen satirical articles 

Editorial response to a Washington Post editorial 
 
 
 
Exams: 

Satire Quiz 

Chopin Freeman Quiz 

AP Multiple Choice Practice 

AP Timed Writing Exam Practice 
 

 

Estimated Completion Time:  3 weeks 
 
Other Resources: 
Brief Timeline of American Literature and Events, 1620- 

1920 

http://www.wsu.edu/%7Ecampbelld/amlit/timefram.html 
 

“The Story of an Hour” (Chopin) 

http://www.wsu.edu:8080/%7Ewldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/chopin.html 
 

“The Revolt of ‘Mother’” (Wilkins-Freeman) 

http://www.is.wayne.edu/mnissani/Fall2003/revolt%20of%20mother.HTM 
 

Naturalism in American Literature  http://www.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/natural.htm 
 

Herblock’s Political Cartoons 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/ 

 
Unit Six: The Modern Edition 

 

 

Topics Addressed:  literature and how it reflects economic and social changes during 

the period of world wars, major authors of this period and their writings, the Harlem 

http://www.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/timefram.html
http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/chopin.html
http://www.is.wayne.edu/mnissani/Fall2003/revolt%20of%20mother.HTM
http://www.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/natural.htm
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/
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Renaissance and its literary contributions to our society, basic concepts of the 

Rogerian argument, essay writing using the rhetorical triangle, novel analysis, 

symbolism, simile, interpretation, analysis of organization of narrative structure 

 
Readings: 

Zora Neale Hurston: Their Eyes Were Watching God 

Langston Hughes:  “ The Negro Speaks of Rivers,”  “ Theme for English 

B” 

Countee Cullen:  “ From the Dark Tower,”  “Incident” 

Claude McKay:  “ America,”  “The Tropics in New York” 

Carl Engel:  essay “Jazz” 

John Steinbeck:  essay “ I Remember the Thirties,” excerpt from The Grapes 
of Wrath 

George Orwell: essay “Politics and the English Language” 
Zora Neale Hurston: “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” 

 

 

Essays: 

Synthesis Essay:  Using three sources, develop a position about how this era 

reflects human nature in times of change. 

Speech: Responding to new ideas or change 

Editorial response to a Washington Post editorial 

Persuasive Essay:  Defend, Challenge, or Qualify a quote from Orwell’s essay 

Argument Essay from AP Test Review 
 

 

Project: 

Choose format of editorial assessment (essay, public service announcement, 
poster, or speech 

 
 
 
Exams: 

Their Eyes Test 

Hurston Quiz 

AP exam practice 

Oral Assessment 
 

 

Estimated Completion Time:  5 weeks 
 

 

Other Resources: 
 

Brief Timeline of American Literature and Events, 1620- 

1920 

http://www.wsu.edu/%7Ecampbelld/amlit/timefram.html 
 

Their Eyes Were Watching God (Hurston) edition varies 

http://www.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/timefram.html
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Zora Neal Hurston 

http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/bhm/bio/hurston_z.htm 
 

 

Poets.Org Harlem Renaissance--Hughes, Cullen, 

McKay http://poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15722 
 

Steinbeck “I Remember the Thirties” 

http://web.archive.org/web/20040224132310/http://ocean.st.usm.edu/%7Ewsimkins/30s.html 
 

The Twenties-American Cultural History http://kclibrary.nhmccd.edu/decade20.html 
 

Hurston “How it Feels to be Colored Me” 

 
Unit Seven:  The Contemporary Edition 

 

 

Topics Addressed:  the memoir; modern writers and how they address issues of 

equality, identity, and other issues of mankind; nonfiction writing; analysis of author’s 

style and purpose; analysis of mood, allusion, sentence structure, antithesis, syntax, 

parallelism, pathos, logos, ethos; analysis of rhetorical devices; visual literacy; analysis 

of arts reflecting contemporary issues; improving test taking skills through practice on a 

timed test 

 
Readings: (Select One Memoir) 

Hunger of Memory by Richard Rodriguez 

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 

Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt 

Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi 

One Writer’s Beginnings by Eudora Welty 

Article:  “Inaugural Address Analysis Shows Bush’s Ranking against 

Predecessors” 

Speech: President Kennedy’s Inaugural Speech 
 
Essays: 

Timed Synthesis Essay 

Comparison between JFK and Obama’s speeches 

Synthesis Essay on space exploration 

Research Essay on current conflict and Martin Luther King 
 

 

Projects: 

Choose format for response to the topic: the right to public protest and the media's 
response to this protest 

Multimedia Project on Vietnam War 
 

 

Exams: 

Articles Quiz 

http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/bhm/bio/hurston_z.htm
http://poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15722
http://web.archive.org/web/20040224132310/http%3A/ocean.st.usm.edu/~wsimkins/30s.html
http://kclibrary.nhmccd.edu/decade20.html
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Sentence Quiz 

AP Prompt Analysis 

Synthesis essay prompt 
 
 

 
Estimated Completion Time:  4 weeks 

 

 

Other Resources: 
 

John F. Kennedy Library Virtual Tour 

http://www.jfklibrary.org/jfk_biography.html 
 

“Inaugural Address Analysis Shows Bush’s Ranking Against Predecessors” 

http://www.yourdictionary.com/about/news038.html 
 

Kennedy’s Inaugural Address (video/audio/text) 

http://web.archive.org/web/20040726084222/http://www.cs.umb.edu/jfklibrary/j012061.ht 
 

  Timeline of Events in Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Life  http://www.lib.lsu.edu/hum/mlk/srs216.html 
 

King “Letter from Birmingham Jail” 

http://almaz.com/nobel/peace/MLK-jail.html 
 

Ethos, Pathos, and Logos 

http://www.rpi.edu/dept/llc/webclass/web/project1/group4/index.html#ethos 
 
 
 

Unit Eight:  The Student Edition 
 

 

Topics Addressed: student choice of a nonfiction work; thematic approach to a 

virtual newspaper, analyzing a nonfiction work from several perspectives, real work 

connections based on a novel’s theme, analysis of author’s rhetorical strategies 

 
Reading:  (Select One) 

Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson 

Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 

Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich 

Atomic Farmgirl by Teri Hein 

Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser. 
 
 

Essays: 

Documented argumentative essay based on theme 

Argument that defends, challenges, or qualifies quote from Truman Capote 

Analysis of Author’s Use of Rhetorical strategies 
 

 

Projects: 

Timeline of Author’s Life; exploration of artifacts 

Artistic Expression of Novel’s Theme (Original artwork, music, among other options) 

http://www.jfklibrary.org/jfk_biography.html
http://www.yourdictionary.com/about/news038.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20040726084222/http%3A/www.cs.umb.edu/jfklibrary/j012061.ht
http://www.lib.lsu.edu/hum/mlk/srs216.html
http://almaz.com/nobel/peace/MLK-jail.html
http://www.rpi.edu/dept/llc/webclass/web/project1/group4/index.html#ethos
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Exams:  Semester Exam comprised of AP Multiple Choice passages and synthesis 

essay prompt 

 
Estimated Completion Time:  4 weeks 

 
 

**This course is accompanied by an online tutorial and review that uses released AP 

Exams.  Students are given systematic and timed practice for all portions of the exam. 

Students receive specific feedback on progress and mastery levels as they complete 

the practice exams. 


